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WATCHDOG
September 2010
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Welcome back to another LWV year.  I hope everyone had a relaxing and safe summer.  I want to invite everyone in the Weber League to join us for the meetings and the membership picnic and encourage everyone to bring someone to these meetings.  The programs we had last year saw an increase in attendance and provided us all with excellent information.  I appreciate all members who took time from their busy schedules to come.  We certainly hope that what we have planned this year will bring the same results.


The Membership Picnic is scheduled for September 25 at 11:30 at Mount Ogden Park.  We are currently working on getting a speaker to talk to us about immigration and the impact of any changes in the law.  Please put this date on your calendar and plan on attending.  Members and non-members are welcome.

Many thanks to Pat Garner for organizing a registration drive held at IRS for the summer months.  It was a great success and an opportunity to educate people about voting, as well as getting signatures for the ethics petition.  

Once again this year, I urge everyone to set a goal to bring at least one person to a meeting.  We are always interested in increasing membership and providing learning opportunities to the community.  Our meetings will be on the second Monday of each month at 7:00.  Sue Skordos will send out reminder messages via e-mail, so watch for them and come and join us.

I sincerely hope that everyone is well and ready to start another year.  It is my pleasure to represent such a great group of people, and I look forward to seeing you soon.

Terri McCulloch

MEMBERSHIP POT LUCK

The membership potluck is on September 25th at 11:30 at Mount Ogden Park on the south side by the parking lot.  Please bring a potluck dish and join us.  Drinks will be provided.  The plan is to have a speaker address us on immigration issues.  We are in the process of trying to line up someone who can give us information on the laws and the impact of changes in the law.  We will notify you who the speaker is and if we are successful in finding someone that can help us understand this issue better.  This is an excellent activity to learn something and socialize together as we start our year.  PLEASE PLAN ON ATTENDING!
VOTER’S GUIDE

We are very fortunate to have two of our members working together to produce a Voter’s Guide for citizens of Weber County.  Leah Murray and Kathryn MacKay, professors at Weber State University in the political science department, have volunteered to head up this project.  Through projects done with their students and a partnership between the Weber League with the American Democracy Project, candidates will be interviewed concerning local issues.  Information will be gathered and produced online for our community to use.  The Community Involvement Center at Weber State has asked us to form a partnership with them to allow students to do service projects with us.  We are very excited about this opportunity to work with WSU to provide services for Weber County.  Many thanks to Leah and Kathryn for volunteering to make this possible.  We are extremely fortunate to have these two members!
OCTOBER 11 MEETING

The meeting scheduled for October 11th at 7:00 at Weber County Library will be focused on the sheriff race for Weber County.  Gary Haws and Terry Thompson will come and address questions concerning issues affecting Weber County.  Mark your calendar and think of some questions you would like them to answer.

VOTER REGISTRATION

Thanks to Pat Garner for keeping voter registration alive during the summer.  She worked with IRS and provided voter registration to employees at all of the sites.  They also allowed us to gather signatures for the ethics petition, which helped Northern Utah reach its’ goal.  We definitely appreciate Pat, Marilyn O’Dell, Jenica Jacobsen, and Pat Pearce for spending many hours helping to register voters.

WOMEN’S RIGHT TO VOTE IS 90 YEARS OLD
Some of us are not aware of the process that happened to allow women the right to vote.  It took 70 years for this to happen!  All of us have to remember that behind every great moment in history, there are brave people doing boring and frustrating things for a long time to make it happen.
According to the article, “My Favorite August,” in the New York Times:  “Carrie Chapman Catt estimated that the struggle involved 56 referendum campaigns directed at male voters, 480 campaigns to get Legislatures to submit suffrage amendments to voters, 47 campaigns to get constitutional conventions to write woman suffrage into state constitutions, 277 campaigns to get State party conventions to include woman suffrage planks, 30 campaigns to get presidential party campaigns to include woman suffrage planks in party platforms and 19 campaigns with 19 successive Congresses.”  Wow!!!

The biggest problem to the progress of this movement was the U.S. Senate.  All attempts to amend the Constitution were thwarted by the senators from the South.  The women involved in the fight decided to amend every state constitution one by one instead of focusing on the U.S. Constitution only.  

The article explains that when the amendment finally passed Congress, it had Susan B. Anthony’s name attached to it, as she spent countless hours fighting for the right. This was such a powerful amendment that one congressman had himself taken from the hospital to the floor to vote, one would not put a cast on his broken shoulder until after the vote, and one left his dying wife to cast his support.  Unfortunately, the Senate did not pass the amendment at this time.  President Woodrow Wilson, a strong supporter of the cause, pushed it through the following year.  
As states started ratification of the amendment, the Tennessee Senate opposed it because the liquor industry persuaded them to as they were afraid that if it passed, women would pass Prohibition.  Lobbyists from distillery industries actually came to the floor to fight bearing liquor samples.  This would have been quite a sight – drunken legislators everywhere.  It didn’t look like the amendment would pass, when Harry Burn stood up and informed the legislators that his mother had just sent him a letter telling him to “be a good boy and help Mrs. Catt.”  He followed his mother’s advice, and on August 26, the amendment officially became part of the U.S. Constitution.  

I wonder how many of us would have the patience and fortitude to go through such a process.  Thank heavens that our ancestors did!!!

DATES TO REMEMBER

September 25 – Membership Potluck Picnic – Mount Ogden Park – 
 

       11:30

October 11 – Discussion with Candidates for Sheriff – Weber County

                       Library – 7:00

November 8 – Election Results Wrap Up with Leah Murray – Weber

                         County Library – 7:00
