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WATCHDOG

League of Women Voters of Weber County

Message From the President

Happy 2010 to everyone!  I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season.  We took a break in December and focused on friends and family, but it is time now to get back to work. 

In October, we had our meeting at the Pleasant Valley library and took a tour of the “green” aspects of the library.  Anyone who didn’t have the chance to attend should take some time and visit this library.  What a super addition to Weber County.  Many thanks to Evelyn Bertilson for organizing this event.  In November, our meeting had Trent Alvord as a speaker about the redistricting petition drive that is occurring in the state.  Since that meeting, it has been brought to our attention that Weber County signatures are way below where they should be.  This is something we will be addressing at the January board meeting to see what we can do to help.  

The meetings on January 11 and February 8 will be at 7:00 at the Weber County Library.  Marilyn O’Dell and Lynn Carroll will be leading us in a discussion on the Utah League’s water study.  Please mark this on your calendar and plan to attend to help us in learning about this important topic.

We still are working on improving membership and continue our challenge for each league member to bring someone to one of the meetings so they can learn more about what we do.  This would be an easy New Year’s resolution for everybody and would help the League in Weber County remain strong.  We are working as a board to make membership or serving in any capacity be something that is not overwhelming or unmanageable for the busy people we have as members or prospective members.  Please help us in this goal!
I wish everyone a prosperous and healthy new year and thank you all for the support you show.

Terri McCulloch

January and February Meetings
The January 11 and February 8 meetings will be held at the Weber County Library at 7:00.  Marilyn O’Dell and Lynn Carroll will be going over the information involved in the state water study and Weber League’s input will be going to the state league.  We need to have everyone’s input.  If you can’t locate your copy of the study, go to www.lwvutah.org and click on the league studies link.  Please read over the Reader’s Guide and the discussion questions to help identify anything that interests you.  For the February meeting, it might be helpful to read over the consensus questions.  
Redistricting Initiative and Petitions
In order to get this initiative, which is supported by the league, on the ballot, Weber County is required to have 8,000 signatures.  As of December 1, we only had 4% of this requirement reached.  We are going to look at ways our local league can help on this matter, but we are asking that all members get at least one petition (20 signatures) to get filled out.  It only requires contacting Trent Alvord at 801-394-7697 to get one.  If you need more information on the initiative itself, visit www.fairboundaries.org.  We will be addressing this issue in the next board meeting and looking at ways we can help, but if every member got one petition signed, we would make remarkable progress.  As advocates for good and honest government, we have to remember that if we don’t get these signatures, we lose the possibility of getting this issue on the ballot.
 Ethics Initiative and Petition
The Utahns for Ethical Government group also has a petition available that advocates setting up a non-partisan ethics commission for the Utah Legislature.  For more information on this, visit www.utahnsforethicalgovernment.org.  To get a petition, contact Richard Dolin at 801-645-3592.  It might be effective to get a copy of both of the initiative petitions and take them with you on your daily activities to try to involve the community.
Welcome Jenica Jacobsen
Jenica is a new member to our league.  She was born and raised in Ogden and currently resides in South Ogden with her husband, Tim, and her two cats, Taz and Mugrat.  She has a degree in computer science from Weber State University and is a software developer at MountainView Software.  She likes to read, sew (especially Halloween costumes), and work on little software side projects.  Welcome to the league!

State Voter
The State Voter will be coming to everyone soon.  It contains information about priority items for the League to watch for the current session of the legislature.  This publication will be a valuable one for our members and a helpful tool to know what the league will be focusing on.

Discussion on Law Making Process
The Ogden Branch of the American Association of University Women has invited the Weber League to hear Susan VanHoosier discuss the law making process in the city council.  The meeting will be a brunch on Saturday, January 16, at 10:00 a.m. at the Ogden Country Club.  The cost of the luncheon is $10.20.  Reservations must be made by January 12 and can be made by calling Priscilla McLain at 801-625-6090 or by e-mailing Marilyn O’Dell at maodell@aol.com.  

Civic Literacy
There has been a recent push for the National League to begin looking at the issue of civic literacy.  A report that was done from the Intercollegiate Studies Institute, which involved a test given to a random sample of 2,508 people, indicated that the average score of the sample was 49%, which is considered failing.  According to this group, elected officials score even lower than the general public and the more passive electronic media (such as TV news) that a person uses, the lower their test score.  They also state that college seniors average only 54% on the test.  If you are interested in taking the test (30 questions), go to http://www.americancivicliteracy.org/resources/quiz.aspx.  
Dates To Remember
January 11 – Water Study Meeting – 7:00 p.m. – Weber County Library

January 16 – Susan VanHoosier – 10:00 a.m. – Ogden Country Club – Cost $10.20 – Reservations by January 12

February 8 – Water Study Consensus – 7:00 p.m. – Weber County Library

March 8 – To Be Announced – 7:00 p.m. – Weber County Library
April 12 – Annual Meeting – 7:00 – Place To Be Announced

REMEMBER TO GET YOUR PETITIONS TO GET SIGNED!!!!
